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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of " when channels include 
a plurality of channels", please replace the first appearance of channels with another 
descriptive word. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Drawings 

2. Figures 10 and 1 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 



3. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: -indicate programs 
include-, should be changed to "indicate programs that include". Appropriate correction 
is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

The claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 6 recites a 

computer program that does not have a readable storage medium for storing 

instructions for implementing the method. A computer program that is not stored on a 

computer readable medium is non-statutory subject matter. In case of claim 6, the 

computer program is not stored. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation pf the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claim 1 ,2,5,6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wilder et al. Publication #: 2003/0051 246/Wilder hereinafter. 



Wjlder teaches: 

As per claim 1 , a broadcast reception apparatus (Fig 2) which comprises a reception 
unit (100) for receiving program information of programs to be broadcasted by 
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respective channels in respective time bands from an external apparatus (122), and a 
display unit (110) for displaying a list of information indicating programs to be 
broadcasted for respective channels on the basis of the program information, 
comprising: 

display control means (110) for, when the channels include a plurality of channels(Fig. 
1 , 40), which have the same lineups of programs to be broadcasted in a predetermined 
time band, making display control for displaying information indicating programs to be 
broadcasted by one of the plurality of channels on the display unit in place of the 
plurality of channels(The Identifying unit determines multiple sets of program listing 
that are determined to be equivalent... Each set of equivalent program listings 40 
corresponds to a single program listing 40 that will be included in the EPG 10 
generated by the EPG generating device, [0036], lines 5-10). 

As per claim 2, the apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising: designation 
means (identifying unit 106, Fig. 3) for designating one of a plurality of pieces of 
information which are displayed on the display unit (In another embodiment, the user 
may specify the time interval to be covered by the generated EPG 10 using an input 
device e.g. Keyboard, [0049], lines 7-10) and indicate programs to be broadcasted by 
respective channels (after the identifying unit 106 identifies all sets of equivalent 
program listings, the combining unit combines the best information ... to be included in 
the EPG 10, [0060], lines 1-5); and search means(identifying unit 106, Fig. 3) for, 
when information indicating a program is designated by said designation means, 
searching all pieces of information which are displayed as a list on the display unit and 
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indicate programs for the same information as the designated information( The 
identifying unit 106 accesses the EPG data written to the database 104 in order to 
identify all program listings from the plurality of sources 120 that correspond to the 
same broadcast program,[0036], lines 1-4) and wherein that said display control 
means further makes control for displaying an information group indicating all programs 
to be broadcasted by a channel that broadcasts a program indicated by the information 
detected by said search means in the predetermined time band near a display position 
of a program group to be broadcasted by a channel that broadcasts the program 
designated by said designation means (The identifying unit 106 executes an algorithm 
in which program listings can only be determined as being equivalent within a specified 
time window, [0048], lines 2-5, in step 310, a scheduled time range to be covered by 
the generated EPG 10 is specified... EPG 10 is generated by the EPG generating unit 
100(connected to display 110), [0049], lines 1-6). 

As per claim 5, a broadcast reception method (Fig. 2) to be executed by a broadcast 
reception Apparatus (100) which comprises a reception unit for receiving program 
information of programs to be broadcasted by respective channels in respective time 
bands from an external apparatus (112), and a display unit (1 10) for displaying a list of 
information indicating programs to be broadcasted for respective channels on the basis 
of the program information comprising: a display control step (110) of making, when 
the channels include a plurality of channels (Fig. 1 , 40), which have the same lineups 
of programs to be broadcasted in a predetermined time band, display control for 
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displaying information indicating programs to be broadcasted by one of the plurality of 
channels on the display unit in place of the plurality of channels (The Identifying unit 
determines multiple sets of program listing that are determined to be equivalent... Each 
set of equivalent program listings 40 corresponds to a single program listing 40 that 
will be included in the EPG 10 generated by the EPG generating device, [0036], lines 5- 
10). 



As per claim 6, a program characterized by making a broadcast reception apparatus 
(Fig. 2) (The EPG generating device 100 may be configured as either hardware or as a 
combination of hardware and software being executed by a processor, [0033], lines 2 - 
4) which comprises a reception unit (110) for receiving program information of 
programs to be broadcasted by respective channels in respective time bands from an 
external apparatus (112), and a display unit (110) for displaying a list of information 
indicating programs to be broadcasted for respective channels on the basis of the 
program information, execute: a display control step (110) of making, when the 
channels include a plurality of channels (Fig. 1, 40), which have the same lineups of 
programs to be broadcasted in a predetermined time band, display control for 
displaying information indicating programs to be broadcasted by one of the plurality of 
channels on the display unit in place of the plurality of channels (The Identifying unit 
determines multiple sets of program listing that are determined to be equivalent... Each 
set of equivalent program listings 40 corresponds to a single program listing 40 that 
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will be included in the EPG 10 generated by the EPG generating device,[0036], lines 5 
-10). 

As per claim 7, a computer readable storage medium (data storage medium, [0035], 
line 7) characterized by storing a program of claim 6. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,333 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2621 

9. Claim 3 and 4 are being rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wilder as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Barrett et al. Publication 
#: 2003/0237096/Barret herein after. 

As per claim 3, Wilder teaches the broadcast apparatus which has a reception unit for 
receiving programs from external sources, combining similar programs, with display 
means for displaying channels from the sources, designation means and search means. 
Wilder does not explicitly teach a system wherein when all the pieces of information 
which are displayed as the list on the display unit and indicate programs include the 
same information as the information designated by said designation means, said display 
control means further makes control for displaying a message indicating the presence of 
that information on the display unit. 

In a relevant field of endeavor Barrett teaches a system for compressing program 
guides. 

Barrett additionally teaches a system wherein when all the pieces of 
information which are displayed as the list on the display unit and indicate 
programs include the same information as the information designated by said 
designation means, said display control means further makes control for 
displaying a message indicating the presence of that information on the display 
unit.(when a request is received to display information corresponding to a particular 
program,... An indication is provided to quickly notify the viewer whether or not the 
information is available in the program guide data, [0012], lines 5-12) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the search method carried out by Wilder with the notification method in 
Barrett by incorporating a notification area into the EPG interface because of the quick 
feedback the user gets from the notification. This feedback allows users to move quickly 
to next step of either modifying the search or accepting the outcome. And also because 
the two inventions are to improve user interaction with program guides that accept 
information from different sources and to reduce clutter. 

1 0. As per claim 4, Wilder teaches the broadcast apparatus which has a reception 
unit for receiving programs from external sources, combining similar programs, with 
display means for displaying channels from the sources, designation means, search 
means and a storage means. 

Wilder does not explicitly teach the system further comprising: when information 
designated by said designation means has already been stored in said storage means, 
said display control means makes control for displaying a message indicating that 
storage on the display unit. 

In a relevant field of endeavor Barrett who teaches a system for compressing program 
guides. Also teaches storage means for storing information previously designated by 
said designation means, and in that when information designated by said designation 
means has already been stored in said storage means, said display control means 
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makes control for displaying a message indicating that storage on the display unit 
(digital video recorder DVR, [0027], line 9). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the search and designation means as described in Wilder with the 
descriptive and GUI described in Barret by including the information designated and 
found by wilder into a graphical user interface. This presence of the graphical user 
interface will improve user interaction. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Olugbenga O. Idowu whose telephone number is 571 
270 1450. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 7am -5pm Est. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edourd can be reached on 571 272 7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




O.I. 11/8/06 
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